rious Appress to the Conscrences 
of all Perſons who have VOTES in 
Counties, Cities, Corporations, and Bur- 
roughs; and of all RETURNING OFFICERS, 
at the enſuing ELgcrions of MEMBERS 
to ſerve in PARLIAMENT. 


1 


WE 
2 


* 


In whoſe Hands is 5 Miſchief ef z and their Right- 
hand is full of Bribes. Pſal. xxvi. 10. 
Fire ſhall conſume the T, abernacies of Bribery. 


in vain: For the Lord will not bold him guilt- 
. Teſs that taketh bis Name in vain, Exod. xx. 7. 
- The Law is for Liars, and for e Perſons,” 
YA „„ d | | 
| atis a Man profited, if be ſhall ain the whole 
Vorld, and loſe bis own Soul? Matth. xvi. 26. 


165 per Hundred, te 
o give them aWaye” | 
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Vorkks, and RETURN IN G- O 
'FICERS at the enſuing ELBCTS- | 


ons, GC... n 


Dear, Friends, Gm Fellow-Ea 8 | 


liſh men, and Fellou-Chriſtians, 
Re cannot be imagined, that any 
0 conſidering Perſon ſhould, even 


as to Temporal Regards, be care- 
leſs and unconcerned about the 


not, be any more 4 free People. 
But That is, the leaſt of my Deſi gn in T his 


ö my Addreſs to ;you. Tis your Souls, more than 
pour Liberties and Properties, which I am 


* 
#5 
4 


© RE 


fſſue of the enſuing Elections: 
When the very, Being of our Gouftieation 
probably depends upon them; and the Que- 
ſtion ſeems to be, Whether we mal, or ſhall | 


now perſuading you to fake cate of. If you 


like ſuch Repreſentatiyes, as will govern you 
by Standing Armies, and perhaps make 


Then mfelves a perpetiual Stand ingParliament ; ot 


load you with infupportable Taxes; deſtroy 


7 8 5 rade; . de with freſh Exciſes | 


<2 
4 , c- # Me 


& undd“ you; . all 13 oh chu doch 
Men wy your Repreſentatives. But do 
not'chulg them, I intteat Ou do nos, 
tlie Fot of Naben 4 ry; — 1 
That is making yourſelves miſerable in the 
next World, for making yourſel ves miſerable 
in this : Which i is too much in all Reafon. 
It will be ſaid, I know, that I am writ- 
ing only to ſerve a Party. I am, I confeſs, 
if to beaChriſt;an is to be of a Party; or if 
all your Souls are a Party. And indeed, 
conſidering the monſtrous Growth of Infi- 
delity, and all Manner of Wickedneſs, 1 
could wiſh, that, — — we chuſe Parlia- 
ment Menu, we might come to a. fair Poll 
for, and, aginſt, the Chriſtian Religion : 1 
bogs it is is not. yet ſo bad with us, but that 
Believers have. a reaſonable Proſpect of 
| carrying it for Jeſus Chriſt, by. a very, 8 
We ee eee . Whig, or 
a Tory, (if you: muſt E "That ſen oY 
Diftindion, 5 you are. Wire roingd. by it) 
ſuppoſe me — a Layman, or a Cl 857 
man, a Churchm: or. a Diſſenter; I apply. 
to you under no Name, or. Character, 15 
That of a Lhriſian: Only obſerving once or: J 
all, that in That Character Linciade Nora E 
_t, ng. eathen i — 24 Pre the vr 9 
tion of. ſom more. IC I. me = f 
as th 


| becauſe our modern Heat ens, A 
: Toon: Chrlanitys are. heck 


l 6. 
tticnt 


—— — —— — — 
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G 


antient ones the old moral Pagans, Le 
never were e en wauld, if they 
now living, diſown and abhor, But This 
by the Way, at at preſent; td a little more 
of it Thaps hereafter. 638 tins 
— hat ever Party 1 am of; will 1 of 
any Party tell you, it is fit and reaſonable, 
1 that you £ incur Damnation by ſerv- 
3 - ing hum in his Election? I deſire that no Man 
1 de Party T am of (whatever it be) 
| may. be ſerved by ſach Means; that is, by 
Bribery. and Perjury; that is, again, by 


2 | the Ruin of bis Soul, who gives him, or a. 
5 ther ſells him, his Vote. And This brings: "I 


me to a wi Paint in which. I am direttiy 
9951 Alete A& of Parliament, to prevent 


5 pts and Corraption in Theſe Elections, 
=} every Voter takes an,Oath, that he has not. 
6. ede Gift, Place, or Pramiſa, direttly 
1 or indipeciiy, far his Vote; and every Return- 
= ing Officer. takes an; Oath, that be has re- 
Seeed none for making any Rth,àx . That 


1 1 | ſach Oaths. muſt be taken, is well known 
3 to the whole. Kingdom. Certainly 2 


AE there's 2 Endo Bribery; in Theſe E 

1 tian: Which-ever Side prevails; the =_ 
Party, or the Country Party, it cannot be 
of | by, the. Influence. of Y . For who can 


5 | bribe, hen na bady is bribed 7 Andi beyond 
1 eee — 3 


tt 6 by 
holy ſwears he is not. This, one would” 
think, ſhould be very obvious; and rational 
8 Arguing: And yet, we are told, it is given 
out, by certain Perſons, with great & onfi- | 
_ dence, and made Matter of no ſmall Boaſt- 


ing, chat Bribery will be as operative at 
theſe next Electi 


ions, as ever it has been at 
any; and that che whole Point will be | 
carried by it. Sure I don't underſtand you, 

I ſhould be apt to ay to One who ſhould” 
talk in this faſhion. - Can theſe corrgpt” 
Methods be as ſuceeſsful, now there is an- 
Oath to prevent them, as they were before 
there was any ſuch Thing ? Nay, can they 
be ſucceſsful at all? or in one ſingle i= 
ſtance? Yes, there are ſo many People to a 
be governed by" Money, eljjecially i in the 
little Burroughs | Thoſe — all the © - 
World knows, are perfectly venal, and 


ſet to Sale at every lee Ay, bar 


the Oath, ſay I; you take no. Notice of | 
That; and That's che main Thing of all. 

Fhere was formerly too much Truth in 

what you tell me: Then, indeed, Peb te” 
took Money for their Voices; eſp 
the Burroug 
knows, was. bad” enough; However, tho? 
they were bribed, they were not forfworn; ©. 
becanſe | there waz no Oath in t eaſe,” 
But will they do ſo no tod, when there 
an Will any ala in any = 


PE 


hs you mention J and That, God EE! 
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thoſe Burroughs, , or any where elſe, 1 


bribed for his Vote; when he cannot vote, 
without ſwearing that he is nt bribed? 
* Returns have been formerly made under the 
Tame corrupt Influence, when there was 10 
Oath ; but is not the Caſe altered nam? Will 


any Officer make his Return an Act of the 
 blackeſt Perjury?--Well.Sir, notwithſtanding 


all your Interrogatories, and Exclamations, 
the Oath will fignify nothing, or next to 


nothing: We ſhall do our Buſineſs, for all 


that: Some few, perhaps, may be bug-bear'd 
buy it; but, in the main, Elections will go as 
we would have them: We ſhall have a 

great Majority, or at leaſt a Majority; — 
That's enough for our Purpoſe—— And is 
it ſo then indeed? Vicious and debauched 
as the Age i is, I would fain have a better 
Opinion of my Country than This comes 


to; nay, till I fee plain Fact to convince 


me of the Contrary, Iwill, and muſt, ho 
and believe better. Thoſe who raiſc ſuch 
Reports, throw a Scandal upon their Coun- 
trymen, which ought to be reſented by 
them with the utmoſt Indignation. The 
Engliſh Nation was always looked upon 
as à ſerious, thinking, and religious People. 
Its Genius, I confeſs "nn been pretty much. 
altered, within theſe Twenty Years, or 
rhereabouts, But * we are not come 
i to 


. 
* 


— 


P DAM * 


3 
#5: gat”? 8 


— — — 


—  — —— 


20 glee" 
1 N 
— 


— — — . — 
8 Frag. of 
* 


Pn 


— — 
* „„ 


— 
: — — ——— en me 4 
Ns ed! bY 


— 


— 3 


- — — * 
2 — 3 (II 
4 5 5 Nr * 
r * Wy { 
. 1 1 
* us 


- 


mee 


8 
9 r N 
* i” _ 7 
5 K « © | 75 Ware d 
n : * 5 ws) <7 Ys 


— ape. Le 


to This yet. Wbt! Are we no * 
Chriſtians? No lon ger Engliſb [omen 2 - ge i 
longer Men? nps 4 moral Heathen, (a 
moral one, did I fay? a very immoral one, 
unleſs abandoned to the moſt profligate 
Impudence) would be ſtartled at oth. are 
Mention of ſuch an Abomination. By the 
Way, if there are fo many among the Com- 
mon People who will thus perjure them- 
ſelves; pray,what are we to think of Thoſe 
their Superiors, who make them do it? 
Are they not. guilty of the Perjury, tho 
they 5 not ſwear * As He who gives 2 
Bribe, is no leſs guilty than He who takes 
it; ſo He who makes another Man for- 
| fworn is ma leſs guilty than He who is 
forfw orn. Come, all This ſignifies: no- 
thing; the Thin will be done. It may 
beſo: "Andif i it 2 T Have nothing to reply, 
but, Hear, 0 Heavens, and give Ear, O 
Earth*- and to add, in the Words of 
another noble Prophet: Shall not God 
viſit for theſe Things? And ſhall not his 
Foul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as This? þ. 
By an Act of Parliament, made in the 
2d Near of his preſent Majeſty K. George II. 
Intituled, An Act for the more effectual 
| preventing, Bribery and Corruption, in the 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parlia- | 
ment : : | 


8 Every 


*. Iſaiah i. 2. + Jer. v. 20. 


11 


4 Every Free-holder, Citizen, W 
< Burgeſs, 

* to have, Right to vote, or be polled at 
6 fach Election, ſhall, before he is admitted 

: ta oll at the ſame Election, take che 


* ; Oath : That i is to fay, 
* B. TS (or, bein 906 of the 
6 olem 


People called xa lers, 
had, by Myſelf, or any Perſon whatſq- 


« eyer, in Truſt for me, or for my Uſe 


and Benefit, directly, or indirectly, any 
Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or 

Employment, Giſt, or Reward, or any 
© Promiſe, or Security, for any Money, 
Office, Employment, or Gift, in order 


to give my Vote at this Election; and 


0 that 1 have not before been . at this 


0 And that every Sheriff A Bp |; 


Uff, Headborough, or other Perſon, being 
1 & the Returning , ſhall, immediately 
7 © after the Reading the Writ or Precept for 
the. Election of ſuch Member, take, and 
8. ſuhſeride the following Oath; 
3 


CH: | 4 B. do ſolemnly 3 chit It hive 
not directly, nor indirectly, received 


4 an x or 1 of M Office 
1 3 . Place, 


or: Perſon having, or claiming 


A B. do 


am) 12 have not received or - 


(0) 


4 place, or Empl t Gratuity, or Re- 
no ward, or any Bond, Bill, or Note, or 
C any Promiſe, or Gratuity what! vever, 
© either by Myſelf, or any other Perſon, fo 
© my Uſe,. or Benefit, or Advantage, for 
making any Return at the preſent Elec- 
tion of Members to ſerve in Parliament 
* and that I will return ſuch Perſon or 
'© Perſons, as ſhall, to the beſt of my 
Judgment, appear to "wh to aye the 
< e of legal Votes.“ 8 


th 4 3 4 


Now can any Voter come up to hb Book, 1 
to take the above-recited Oath, with a | 
Bribe from One of the Candidates in his | 
Packet ? Or having received a Bribe, where- 
ever it is lodged? 'Or having the Promiſe 4 
of one, or any Thing like it, by Himſe . 
or Another, directí, or indirectly? Can he, 
I ſay, come up to the Book, 'and lay his 
Hand upon it ; and will he not fremble, and 
turn pale? Will not his Blood run cold in 
his eins? Will not the Joints of his Loins 4 
le looſed, and his Knees ſmite againſt one | 
another, as Belfoazzar' s did at the Sight 7 
f "of the Hand-Writis on the Mall? For F 

This Man, when he fees”. hat Hand-Writing, © 
the Oath, ſpred before him, ſees his De- 
; trudton, as he by his Wickedneſs — ade 
it, no leſs than Bel/ſbazzar did His. ; 
be comes to repeat the Words, 1 4 B. 

» Dan. v. 6. 4 


1 


hen 


That 
done; that i 1155 


1 


. 4 Kare &c. Swear what? Why, 


der at the Apprehenſion of being ſtruck 
dead upon the Spot? Or of having the 


Tongue, which ſpeaks the Perjury, ſwell 


in his Head; or the Hand, which touches 


the Book, rot off ? Nothing of That Nature 
indeed is like to happen. God does not 
oe a wicked People ſo much Fayour, as 
to terrify them into their Duty by immedi- 
ate and extraordinary Judgmerits, If they 
believe not Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles; neither will they be per- 
ſuaded, tho one roſe from the Dead *; or 
were ſent thither by Fire from Heaven. Pre- 
ſent, ſudden, temporal Death will probably 
be inflicted upon few, or none, as a Puniſh- 
but let all, who have 
the leaſt Inclination to be guilty of i it, trem- 
dle at the Thoughts of eternal Death,” 
Which is infinitely worſe. Then what ſhall 
we ſay of the forſworn Wretch, when he 
comes to ſeal bis Damnation by Ein 4% 
divine Goſpels ; as the Arch-Traytor di 


ment of the Perjury ; 


his. 
by Eng the divine Author of them? Let it 


be here oblery'd, in Re Al that Yay Who 


5 betrayed 
F Lake xvi. 31. | 


r 
4 


have vat done, 'what I know I have 
IL call 60d, i in the moſt ſo- 
lemn and. ſacred Manner, to witneſs the 
Lye which IL am juſt now going. to utter. 
Will not the Tongue of ſuch a Man cleave to 
the Roof of bis Mouth? Will he not ſhud- 


(12) 


betrayed bit Saviour, was imſelf 8 
into That Treachery by being BRIBED, 
Some may perhaps flatter themſelyes, that 
the Oath will be taken in a Hurry, and 4 
| Crowd; ſo many Hands will be upon the 
Book at once; 5 the Court will be ſo throng- 
ed, that no will diſcern their guilty 
Faces; and t c Þ ords (for Diſpatch) repeat- 
ed ſo fa 1 fs that few will ber them; nay, 
it wi eaſy for many to aveid {fea king. 
the Wards at. 1; or to avoid folichzhg. the 
Book, or kiſſing the Book; and fo all is 1 aſs,” 
becauſe they have not really taten the Oath. 
Some will come half Labs? Others, it may 
be, quite ſo: And t n again they will drink 
to waſh down the Oath: as I am told Some 
Have profanely expreſſed themſelves upon 
another Occaſion, But is This 4 Leſſening 
ol the Guilt 2. Tei it not a high and inflaming 
7 avation of, it? Iwill not put ſo bre 
an Affront upon the common Senſe, much 
leſs the good Senſe, of my Countrymen and 
Fellow-Chriſtians, as to anſwer this Talk 
by a formal Confutation. T only. obſerve, as, 
to one or two Parts of it, that if Men ca 
not diſcern your Faces, 0 4 diſcerns yo 
Hearts. And for Thoſe, who flatter them- _ 
ſclyes, that they do not really} ate the oy, * 
becguſe they do not ſþeak the Wards, ouch, . 
or iſs. the Boot, and the like; This is 15 4 
e 4 Prevatipatinn, bot h with _ | 
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ben ver, has nora Majority of le 


ov 7 25 N - 


and Man, that it is (if poffibley eren tebrſe 


Perfiiry, than what they allow to be fo; 


They come to ſwear; they are by Everx 
body rhought ro ſweat ; they deſire to bo 
thong ht to ſwear, for otherwiſe they could 


not vote: But by this pocritical Jum- 
ble of Swearing and Not ſwearing, they 
doubly forſwear themſelves, and are of all 
ants the vileſt, I hope there will be 
found ho fue 


land. 


on Hjs Behaviour, than upon any other 


 fingle Petſon's. And to make the Oath (if 
That can be) more folemn, He ſubſcribes 


it, as walks aber it. Can He then fear 


that He has ut received any Gift, Place, 


Eratuity, or Promiſe whatſoever, for mak 


ing his Return, when he #nows he .? 
That is che Mſerrory Part of his Oath; the 


Other'is Promiſſory: He ſwears that he w3ll 


3 return futh Perſon, or Perſons," as ball; to 
Z the beft of bis Fug ment, Appen 40 Him 1 


ha ve rde Majority of legit Voter. Wen chen: 


ſcandiloufly and  imptonſly fer ten, Knef, 


if he rerürns One, Who, He atv, or Een 


— 


gal Votes? 


and ho füch Popiſh Proteſtants, or Prors- 
haut Papifis among the good Porpte of Eg. 


What has been Raid” of the Voter may 
be applied 10 the Renwrning-Offiver; and 
ſomething more: Becaule more depends up- 


ep Ttiis Oarh; does he not moſt! 


And 


| 


And this too, tho' he has received 70 Gift, 
Gratuity, or Promiſe; but is only byaſſed, 
and prejudiced by Partiality to his Party; or 
any Way influenced by the Candidate, or by 
any Lord, Spiritual, or Temporal ; who can- 
not, without a high Breach of the Privi- 
leges of the Commons of England, at all 


wr 


intermeddle in Theſe EleQions? _ + 
turning. Officer, in Conjunction, and as equal- 
ly concerned. © Some Perjurics may ſeem at 
| \Xeaft to be ſoftened by Circumſtances z as 

that the Matter may bs difficult,; doubtful, 
and obſcure; the Fats at a Diſtance, done 
| long ſince, Ne. and yet the Perſon may be 
ſufficiently forſworn. But to take a falſe 
Oath about the plaineſt Fact; to ſwear that 
I have not done what I jvsr now have done; 
or that I will not do what I am reſolved, 
and jusr now going to do; when I know 
that the Oath I am taking was Mans on PUr- 
yosE to PREVENT. That very Thing which I 
have jus r Now done, or am JUsT Now going 
| liberate Thought, to give my Voice for ſuch. 
or ſuch a Man, when I know J cannot give 
it without being PERJURED in the moſt de- 
teſtable Manner What Heart is hard 
enough to endure the Thoughts of This be- 
bore God? What Forehead jo field, or tra- 
Kened with Impu 


yn... 


* 


J 8 OW. 20 


I WEI 0 0 WELL LF 


. 
5 
5 
g 


K 


in the Face, while he is doing it, or aſter 


bo: has done it; tho' he is ſenſible that No 
one can be conſcious of it, but God, his 
Buer and Himſelf? 7 

Bribery, in itſelf, or in its own Num, 
is one 4 
can be committed; as well as the moſt per- 
nicious in its Conſequences to any Kingdom, 
or Common-wealth. Nothing can be more 
infamous than He that takes a Bribe; un- 


leſs it be He that gives one. No Man of 
Honour, or even of common Honeſty, can be 


capable of either. However ſlightly it may 


be thought of by Some who call themſelves 
- Chriſtians, and by Others, who, though 


chriſtened, glory in not being Chriſtians ; 
it was ever held in the utmoſt Abhorrence 
by the ancient moral Heathen. And if 
the very Pagan Moraliſts condemned it; 
we may be ſure, the holy Scriptures do. 


The Prophet Iſaiah (fays the excellent Bp. 


Sanderſon ) ſpeaking of an upright ju 
Man, deſcribeth him among other T Ms 
« by this, that he /baketh his Hands from 


„Holding Bribes: Iſaiah xxxiii. 15. As a 
Man would ſhake off a Viper, or other 


46; venemous Beaſt, that ſhould offer to 


* faſten upon his Hand; ; as St. Paul did 
© at Malta. The Expreſſion is beautiful 


and elegant; and any ſerious Confiderer 


"Uh be dceply affected by it. This Practice 


®* Sermons p. 647, 648. | is 


he ful and baſeſt Crimes that 


— 


is likewiſe forbidden: Exod. xiii. 8. 
Deut. xvi. 19. And the Reaſon given is, 
that it Hina the Eyes . K. corrupts and 
darkens the Underſtanding, or Judgment. 
That by a Gift (as it is rendered in our 
Engliſh Tranſlation) is meant a Brite, in 
both thoſe Places, according to the ſame 
Tranflation, appears from That parallel 
one: 1 Sam. xii. 3. Of whoſe Hands haue 
I received 4 Bribe to blind mine Hue, 
therewith? And it is taxed: by the Prophet 
Amos, as a Sin of a very high Nature, 4 

mighty Sin; Chap. v. 13. Ihuow your man- 
fold Tranſgreſſiuus, aud your mighty Sins; 
They aſflid tbe Fuſt, They take a BRnibe, Re. 
You will ſay, it may be, that all This 
relates only to anger; and Perſons concerned 
in Gourts :of fudicature But if yon do, 
ydu deceive yourſelves. The Texts cited 
from the it4wo- Prophets ſpeak qf | Bribery 
indefinitely, ,and in general Terms. And 
tho' in Exodus and Deuteronamy. Judges 
only are mentioned; yet Others are not 
therefore excluded. And if the Reaſan 
of 1he Rrohibition holds with reſpect to 
Others, They muſt needs be affected 
by it. Now Last you, does not a Bribe 
blind-your Eyes in voting for Parliament 
Men, as much as it does a Judge s upon the 
Bench, or a Juryman's at the Bar? L appeal 
a0 our cum Cnet. When Een webe 
85 333 IOrx 


for a Man Wau bas bribed. yauy. de u „ 
vcte for him becauſe he, has ided your Þ 
Though Nen do, and mult \kBowy: if | | 1 


-You have hut. the Gift of Comma Senſe, 
that he ig nat t to be a Member Fun- ' il 
liamont for That very Reaſon. And i nor 

This having your Eyes 6/:ngded Do Non | — 1 
not, for the Bake of the Bribe, auilfuliy ht | 
them; and labour ud te ſee What'yon fal- 1 
Iy do ſce? Did You never hear of That | 
well known Saying, Fboſe who 4uy Heir 
+ Seats in the Houle: of Commons, muſt \ \ 
5s (ell their Votes There}; Or whether You = 1 
have Before heard of. it, or n do you not 

Now from your Hearts believe it to be 

1 True? Does not He, who. in Parliament 

votes by the Influence of Maney, betray His | 3} 
Truſt? And therefore do not You, who by | {| 
the Influence of Money fend: him Thither, „ 
betray Tours? And is there no Sin in all 

This? Is it not the Heigit of Wicktaneſs'2 
He that. bribes will Himſelf 6e bribed; | 4 
Nay he bribes iu order to be bribed ! And =. 
ſo all runs round in a Circle of Bribiug, and 5 
ſtructiun of the N ation compleat ed, 305 „„ 
The Words Bribery, and Corruption are, 0 
both in antient, and madern, Lapguagks, 
coupled together, or ſigviſy the ſame. Our 
wiſe Legiflatuze ih nA , | 
07} | 5 2 tne 


” 
—— — 
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(8) 
the o very det which is the Subject of my 
preſent Addreſs to you, And why ? Be- 
cauſe Bribery corrupts and debauches T hoſe, 
both Givers, and Receivers, who are con- 
cerned in it; and is, in a Manner, all Vice, 
and Villany i in little. + I once more appeal 
to Yourſelves, Whether you do not think, 
that the prodigious Extravagance and Lux- 
ury, 'Debauchery and Profaneneſs, Falſhood 
and Fraud, and the almoſt Extinction of 
"Morality, and Modeſty among us, be owing 
to any Thing ſo much, as to This ſingle 
Corruption of Bribery 2 If That .can be 
called a ſingle one, Which e er 
8 all othirs”” 5 
Thus for Bribery as it is in arſetf, and in 
its immediate, unavoidable Conſequences. 
But what ſhall we fay of it; wi he it is 
backed and ſeconded by Perjury? Good God! 
What ſhall we ſay of it indecd? For my own 
| Part, I want Words to expreſs my Thoughts 
_ _ :pdn.o direful, and tremendous a Subject. 
Art Oath was ever, in all Ages, in all Nati- 
ons, Heathen, as well as Jewiſh, and Chriſ- 
tian, deemed a Religious Act; even one of 
the higheſt, molt ſolemn, and ſacred Parts of 
Religion. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, 
and "ſerve him, and fbalt. SWEAR BY Hs 
Name; fays God himielf by his great Pro- 
phet Moſes, Deut. vi. 13. x. 20. To which 
Te would do O's to add another 9 
5410 the 


tas: taken Mone 
That as certain. as it can, be, with Rela- 


C) 


_ _ the ſame Book; Chap. xxviii. tl) hs 


thin mayeſt fear this. glor10us.. ant 

Name, rut Lok, Thy. Gon,;,.conſe q̃ Ys 
not tale that fearful Name 18,Yain, in 
worſt Senſe, by, Lethe e or. forſ ſweari 5 
yourſelves. You ſee the Fear, and, Se Service 
of God, which includes; all WERE 1 


ed with Swearing by. Him. And t 
learned and judicious Bp Bp. Sander 25 
cited, gives This as the. very, on i of 
: 8 Oath; That it is“ 2 Rel; 10us AT, 


© by which God is invoked as a Witneſs t 5 
6, confirm a doubtful. Matter, 5 In the Caſe 
now before us, the doubtful Matter i is, Whe- 
ther the Man has taken Money for lis Vote, 


Or NO, 10 reduce This Doubt to Gertainty, 
_ he: ſwears he has Not; that is, he calls Go 
the Searcher of - Hearts... to. witne 700 that 


he has Not. II, notwithſtanding 1 his, he 
for his Vote, he makes 


tion to other Men, which indeed. is ſo far 


from being certain, that At utterly. falle. ü 


Thus he deceives. Men, and mocks God; in 


the higheſt Degree. profanes. the Name of 

| God; as much as in him lies, cludes and de- 
3 feats the whole Deſgu of an, Oath; and 
commits one of the moſt beinons Sins nr 
1 n be conceived e or Gee 1 an Oath 
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biam Deus teſtis mvocatüf? De LF 
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Will ne b. blind us, 
of Bt a Boch, And dhe moſt facred Ties 
bs Feel Gd. an, are diffolved. 

Ales e there is „indeed, our, 
all Biit Obe; Ty Review, which may 
be Watt Ni enn 49d ſacred) than 


Yeti, b wh alter NR 
Tae Very" W. ya" ya!, il the Trans 
ae fromm. Which" we tobk it, ſignifies 


at Vat; Which may tedch! Tus What a 


Gion the Chrifian' 8 and ever 


T 9% after 80 ſealed: git Lye with 
Pen 55 ea, bit 25 by rubin the 


a e- Gee gr: as; ik? For the 
hy 1 8 554 8 de NIA M Bis Soul-; and 
| rc than fhthcient. e Sf 


of 19 5 4 abolieg among — 


it“ be Kd by omen Men, that 1 


e the the 0 z menning; on, 2 


Re as "the Biwi V. engennee, 
* 9 { have, indved, 
25 Sappoſifion- but not 


doch 4 falſe 10. Pee for the» Sdppo- 
* t  infalltbly true, You do not, 


1. hope, expect, (that 1 Would, WE £ Pre 


| ts YE he Bands 


nay” be thought; for Þ. 
of no. However 


„df the R Refi an Oath. Should 


u ent upon it; he world only: in 


or et e e While procebting upon 


e e N i OD Tharthe 
vp . ee And chat thert 


Letter, 
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Letter, written upon a particular Occaſſon, 155 


prove to: you Thoſe general Points, the Ber 
ing of 164, and the Truth of Chriſtianity, 


That has Ke done a thouſand times over; 


and of date, in. many 3 Trea- 


tiesto which I refer you: In hich it is 
detmopſtrated, ee that the Facts urg d 


ab) ht es of Chriſtianity are true, but that 


mpoſſible they ſbould be falſe s And the 


resse Cavils of our modern Infidels Are 

| expoſed to the Scorn and Contempt of all 
ratioflal Creatures. I will only, in a Word 
or mas ſuggeſt a few Things to your 


s. If ,we cannot be aſſured of 
Theo Ralls, we can be aſſured of None 


hic we did not ec; a Paradox ſo pro- 


gotkat no body. in his Wits, will af- 


um ir: Nay, if Pheſe Facts Wege. falſe, 


tis ĩmpoſſible fon any body at this time of 
Bay to prove themfav I might well take 
it kigher; and ank. what Madneſs is it to 


chicix f proving; plain Matters of Fa 
_ taibe>f; f ale Hes hebe Man bind, Enemies 
aA welll as Friends, have, for 17 
| alot bd& tue dn Then again, AL 
is nearly kim to; the former Oblervation, 
theſe Men will perhaps tell ydu, that there 
i % fut Safe aſter - Daa. Rut can 


ears, 


3 318 big impoſtible 
\hbuld 


| e's fe Ln * i 
ore 3s er put it at 0 


| elle, to confider. In Fatt, the I. 
of Vice and Corruption is over- 


7 * "OP e W ä in a Gl, 


(n) 


lou And I think I have or it nb 5 
ſinee it has been over and over oved : 


a 


to a Demonſtration, \ that there 16 eh a 
| State. 


Conſider, T beſeech you, vicar an nO — 
on You Gught to have of Thoſe Men, who, 
in order to deſtroy your Liberties and Pro- 


 perties,' take ſo much Pains to deſtroy your | 


Fouls. I mean, if there are ſuch Men: And 
whether there are, ar 1 let the Nation 


wc Att. ESE EW 8 7's Ap 
re Lam, bete it is viſible * Book 


printed, and carefully diſperſed, . there ir 
much wicked Induſtry uſed, to ſet Pe 


looſe from/all:Regards: to God and Relig, 


to common Hone efty, and common Shame. 
Whether Thoſe rinciples are not encourag- 


ed by the very ſame Men, who labour to 


corrupt on with" "Bribery and "Perjury ; 
and Whether the One be not in order 
he Other, I leave you, and every:b 


ng, 
and uncontrouled/ And what will be the 


A Eud of. FTheſe Things- Cod only knows; 


tho a Man of n 72 5 Py may 
caily coneffure.” © il, 
FP Bae who: Aces cee Vou, will, * | 
may be, Sntey at all This; and tell you 
; You are'Fools if you believe one Word of 


wo 
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ora Grin? It is poſſible they may /angh 
Vou out of your Religion; but they can't 
laugh you out of Hell, when they have 


brought you Thither. 


Death, with its ghaſtly Viſage, ſtares. You 


ceive you? FO Me 


O, but You will repent, before you come 
to die. Are you ſure of That? May you 
not die within a Lear, a Month, a Week, 
a Day, after Lou have been guilty. of the 


Bribery, and Perjury? Or, if .You ſhould 


live never fo long aſter it; do you conſider 
what it ig to Repent? "Tis not merely be- 
ing ſorry. for it, confeſſing, begging Pardon, 
and repeating the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
will do the Buſineſs. Without God's Grace 


there is no true Repentance. And how can 
You expect That; when You Sinned upon 


Preſumption that You | ſhould. have That 

Grace; ſinned with a preſumptuous Deſign 
of Repenting; which is the higheſt, and mott 
provoking Aggravation of Guilt that can 
well be imagined? Beſides; it is agreed a- 


mong Divines, and Moraliſts (and your own 
Reaſon will tell-you the ſame) that with re- 


ference 


% 


Will they be able to laugh you into 
Peace, and Quiet of Mind; when You comme 
to lie upon your Death-beds ? Will they then 
be able to BRIBE That Witneſs and Judge in 


Your own Breaſts, your Conſcience? When 


8 * 
FbakeR to 408 of Injuſtice, there cal bei 
Repentance without Neſtitur ion, if it de 
In the Maris Power to make it: H net, 
there can be no ſuch" Repentarice- 250 he 
= be affired is true; and will! be“ e- 
cepted. And what Reſtitution, What Sa- 
ricfaQtion, or Reparation; can /yowmnake to 
your injured Country, for the Miſehief you 
Tikes done it; after you have ſpent che Bribe 
in Riot-and Vier or even in the neceſlary 
Proviſion for Youtſclves-and- Ramilies? 
This Laſt puts me in mind of a Thought 
with which many of er be apt to flat- 
ter yourſelves. What! s the Publick to Me: 
. days a poor Voter, eſpecially in che Bitis Bu- 
rough; I muſt look te N helf. in the firſt 
Place: :: Tet Thoſe that ate rich take Care 
of the Nation I want to maintain Myſelf : 
and Family. Here T 'thall have 10, 20, 
Jo, perhaps 400 J. for my Vote; when: Lam 
not worth foo Shillings 3 in-the World. Phe” 
all This Reaſoning is quite wrong; andevery 
Man, even the meaneſt, ought not, fer bis 
own private Advantage, to injure the Pub- 
lick; yet waving That, and-confidering the 
Bribery and Peg only, Will you then be 
A for this hundred Pounds, or whats 
ever the dum be, tho" you never ſo much 
do ant it for Yourſelf, and Family 7. Suppoſe 
there were no Danger of Death in it, Would 
Lou — a hundred cs * ee 
rea 


PV 


— 


; way; lor. is: 


— TW 7 
en a Hoſe; or frab 


Surts.of Robbery, and Perjury: | 
E:qipan he Bribery,” and, s Perjury,ah 


least. Nay Tais Bribery is itſelf ons 
of Robbery. The Publick is robbe 
For the Publick- 
Thoſe :o in the ma 
What I have.faid (as Every: bedy_m 


who hay not loſt, his Reaſon) and 92 


upon 2 47 421 


Wpy, Bribety is as lad as 
were chan any, 


57 60 


att pay t at laft. 
fare 0 00 hy 


e 


mighty wind ebe fingering the Money, of-, 
ſered arhtsapproaching Electiong, NI 
ng;Reſouree, but to flatter, and deceive; theme 
ſclyes. by Sens, and Evaſians; and endeas 
vour te pertnade their por Sanls. that, they. 
are not bribed, and coniequently not for 
org, when -they - really} 476. One lay s, 
He has a Place, Office, or Employment 4 
ready. And tho! he is threatened to be tuipo 
eq: Hut of. 1 | if. he does not vote as he Is, di⸗ 
rected; yet he rates: nothing; but aply. bees 


what has! had. Before. 
Prevarication?.. Whar, is Keepin. 8 2 


But is not This. "joſe 


Place, 


bat the Cantinaation of Taking it? And. 18. 
he not as much influenced in his, Voile by by 


| keeping: an old Place, 28s byrtaking, 


ane? If he expects to eſcape tho Panall went 
que to the Crimes of which Lam ſprabing ; 


de muſt throw up his. Placch 17a 
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FR 
will ay, is very Bard; It will ram Him, 
and his | Finity” Ie is very hard, I confefs; 
And fer Thoſe abſwer for it, who put Thar 
Flatdmip upon him However 3 the Loſs 
cf His Soul is much worſe than the oſs' of 
his' Liu,ci ... 
ood be not for My 4 e Asehe Tis 
_ | Gout N : Son, my Brother; m 
91 Couftn 7H Has f is to have; the Fe, 
wit Fo: Office, or tlie Penſiom, not I. But 
if Tou ole pon ſueh à Conſidlergtion for: 
Aut her; is not That doing it Inairectiy for 
Tel; 7 A Man cannot do 4 Thing for 
Another, without doing it, tho? not imme- 
diately,” yet mediately 4500 indirectly, for 
FHimſelf; For all reſol ves into H anſel, in 
b che laſt Reſort. In This Caſe he is plainly: 


byaſſed, bob judiced,” prevailed with, by 
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. Un in diſpofing of this Vote; and Dy er. h 
8 | | ſl | Wander Wanifeltiy bontrary to tlie 
, Nee and Intent7o# of the Oath: 
- Third fays, He has received no Reward; 
129 or Gift for his Vock; and 7ntends to receive. 
MY © rione' His Landlord; tis true; hñas given 
Wil Uim ſtrong Hints that he will abate of his 
1 Nent, or fayouùr him in his next Leaſe: But 
of * Thie is not Bribery. I ask Von; Do you 
„„ 5 - Vote upon ſtich Hopes? Upon ſuch a 
4 4 . alle pelt? 25 If Tou do; 1 is not This indirect 


And e de; is not Your taking 
5 | BY ur 25 95 i Big, the 
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of Lark „ 1 5 


e bis Country, for being 
ther he had ſent me that 


Po You ihz 


(129%) 


the ; Oath, reti Perjury 7 For is not. 
; Oath} indir ets 995 e yo 5 I T 


a ; CAST 8 9754 


e 


bim my y, Vor m—_— tis not 


leman,,. 


ind to Me 


would have ſerved him at his El 
And how then am I bribed ? To all 
anſwer; Tis Nothing but the Skies 


the Devil, and of your own deceitful Heart: 
Or, if you, pleaſe, your own laboured Self 


8 xamine your own Conſcience 


14 J and I deſire no better Evidence. 


He ſaid nothing to 15 about Voting; 
hink He would bave ſent You 
That Preſent , if You had not had a Vote 


at his Election? Do you, not know he would 
Mer ? Is not This therefore jngiredt Bribery? 
And does not your. Conſcience tell You that 


for That uery Reaſon You onght not to vote 


th for him? The execrable Prackiſe of Bribing, 
and being bribed, under Pretence of Lanig 
Wagere; giving * 0 1004, 1125 4 


Horſe 


Alec hs whe 


rl, that is MG Mörehr WY + 5001 1 1 ; 
Coe, and Calf, *&c: and then Uke the 
Oath, is ſuch Impions, and profane Mochts - 
52 as is enough to du.] down the immedi- 

e Vengeance of Heaven“ T is making # = 
Jeſt of Holl. Fir fre, and Playi d Ba. 5 
nation. 1 * I ee We: 1+ 


1 Other Caſes of N Nature, Aellat 16 of wo 


Indiretl Bribery, might be mentioned: But = 


Theſe which'T have Dame Ihe fuffieient to 


Far You a clear Notion of Then afl. The 
famous and knaviſh Practice of "ſplitting : 
| Frecholds, and other Tenures, is a Matter 
of ſomewhat different” Confideration; and 
+ J paſs it over. I will only add that Theſe 
Shifts, Shuffles, and 2 are in one Re- 
ſpect worſe than the groſſeſt, downright Bri- 
bery and Perjury; (1 ſay in one Reſpett, | 
for upon the Whole ſcarce any thing can * 
' worte) inaſmuch as they are ſo many 
critcal Prevarications with God, and 4 8 


0wn Conſcience ; which are high Aggrava- 


tions of Guilt. In ſhort; if Fou vote up- 
on any View of private Gain to Lourſelf, 
or your Relations, for a Man whom You | 

5 'otherwiſews 1d not vote for It is in effert 

a Bribe. "YG ought, in truth, to vote up- 
on no View, but I hat of chuſing Perſons, 
- who; You tłfnk in your own Conſcience, \ will - 
; beſt ſerve Chee” Evantry. © * who, - do 
? 'You 


(ap 0 
You. think; is moſt likely to de That? A 
. in Your: Neighbourhood; Wink 
Whom Nou are acquainted, and know to 
be a Perſon of Virtue and -Hbnoury and 
vho would no more offer You a Bride, than 
Lou ought to take one? Or a Man, who j is 
ſent down to You from London, Wikh a Bag 
of Money, or Bank- Notes, to bribe your 
-whole:Burrough:; ; Whoſe Face you never 
ſaw, and whoſe. N ame You never heard of? © 
Or, if Lou pleaſe, One of hom Nou either 
know nothing, or of whom. yu Know: 00. 
Good; but rather the Contrar 7? 
The Words ell- affected and diſaſſrfted 
to His Majeſty, and his Government, will, I 
ſuppoſe; according: to Cuſtom, be founded i „ 
your Ears; as ſom̃e Men's Turn is beſt ſerv- 5 
ed by either of them. I hope None will be 
choſen, but ſuch as are well- affected. to his 
Najeſty, and his Government; meaning by 
the latter his Right and Title tothe "i : 
For Iwill never own that his Court, or his 
Miniſtry, or their Canduct and Management, | 
is his: Government. Bat then temember, 
that his beſt Friends are oſten repreſented as 
his Enemies; and ſo on the Contrary. How- 
ever That bez pray conſider that you are 
to chuſe Repreſentatives not ofꝗthe Ning, 
nor of the Court, or Miniſtry;i nor of the SY 
"WORE; ; but of the Ns ah that i is of Tour- 


1 cler | 


* 


febves. | 


Care of your 7. 


(go) 
Ty Houſe of Commons 20 by ids : 
Inſtitution the Barrier of our Liberties a» 
gainſt the Lords, and the Crow itſelf; 
ſhould: Either of them: encroach en thoſe 
Liberties. | 7 5 
WhileT write this laſt, 1 &S not e 
my main Deſign; which is not ſo much the 
poral Intereſis, as of your 
our Souls are deeply con- 


„eee For 


cerned in what I" have now ſaid: Becauſe 


the ultimate Deſign of the Oath: You are 
to take is to rt the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Commons of England: One of 
the great Sccurities of Thoſe their Rights 
and Liberties (nay: the chief of all) is, 
That the Choice l Repreſentatives to ſerve | 
them in Parliament is veſted ſolely in Them- 
ſelves. But it is no otherwiſe in Them- 
ſel ves, than merely in Name; if 
chuſe their Repreſentatĩ ves by the Obe 
tion oſ Bribes. For rhe Choice is, in truth, 
made by Thoſe who give the Bribes, not 
Thoſe who cake them. If ever That In- 
fluence thoroughly prevail in theſe Elec- 
tions; Farewell to 0 Eiberties of Creat- 
Britain. Thoſe who ſhould be the Guar- 
dians of our Liberties in bar 0 the Court, 
are then pt epared to be the Tools and Crea- 
tures \ py Ron ed ab Senate. is n like 
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2 Roman Senate, 
rors: We then groan under tt 
Slavery, Legal, 
nal Slavery; Which, tho” the 

vils that can be felt in This 


however, Nothing in Compariſon of Dam- 


nation in the World to come. 


as it was under the Em mpe- 
e worlt of 
arliamentary, gane, 


oreſt of E- 
orld, is, 
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